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In issuing invitations i attend this Conference on Extension Experionces 
Around the World, the two sponsoring agencies-~Extension Service and the Office 
ef Foreign Agricultural Relations=-stated that the conference was being called to: 
(1) Outline systematically either the kind of problems the various countries of 
the world have, or problems which ay seem likely to ask our help in solving 
through an extension approach; (2) appraise the recent experiences the countries 
have had in extension and related educational fields; and (4) within the frame- 
work of a erankegtt culture, suggest the: ean of extension approaches that seem 
appropriate to given types of problems. 

‘This conference is largely a follow-up of a similar one held in 194 under 
the sponsorship of the two agencies Haine Leadership to this Moeatenoes Since 
the 19li, meeting was called before the end of the war, it had a highly significant 
purpose of outlining the contributions extension methods EN pooled might make 
in the rehabilitation of menestbrn soutien It brought Edanther the available 
Snformaticn on extension methods and techniques for nine major areas of the world 
and analyzed past experience “a extending scientific in Periatos to rural peoplee 
The proceedings of the 19h) SAnfatonie were printed sia el dois disseminated. 2/ 


7/ In Charge, Educational Research Section, Division of Field Studies and 
Training, Extension Service os eee 


2/ U6 S . Department of Agriculture, Extension Service and Office of Foreign 
Agricultural Relations. Conference report on the contribution of extension 
methods and techniques toward the rehabilitation of war-torn countries, Septem- 
ber 19-22, 19e 239 ppc ¢ vo Uo Se. Depts Agro /ione/ October 19h» 
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advice and counted Sn appraising the efforts of those countries to. apply 
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le who have had varied world experiences in agriculture, homemaking, and 
activities. It is highly significant, I feel, that of this number, over 


y Sich found tims to come---and ‘at their own perchee rH participate in 
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Ice in any field, ; an particularly in Ay ania and Hemsind eee y was of 


accompanied ito Raymond ‘Miller of FAO also placed emphasis upon this 


his Haeuséion of cooperatives in Asia, Though the regional committees 
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A careful examination of the \otimittes beports, particularly the © 
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This conference brought into focus the fact that many of the countries a 
doing a great deal in the field of extension education, While most of the 
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“0 the most basic principle in education=-understand: what is now aia | 
start with the people where they are." This is so important that it ate 
emphasizedo 


Our comittes on the social sciences in relation to extension ompha 


and with force, that anyone approaching the task of extension education. 


policy-making and supervisory personnel of the countrys It also empha siz 
importance of equal orientation and understanding to the farm and rural 
the program is eventually to servée The report stressed that for each f 
were deep-seated attitudes, traditions, and ways of doing things that m 


stood, In goers of the importance oF miiaaealia’ Rh aise traditions, Hore 


of FAO said it is as unwise to ignore folk practices as it is to iene 
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on the top people on 8 given program, Re Ke. Kerkham, a senior Agricul- 
cer of the Government of Uganda, drove homea significant point when he 
a Rieenda it. took 3 years for an agricultural officer to render effect- 
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ward Ae Kennard of the State Department said that an extension worker — 
road needs to analyze situations from at least two points of epee 

: other fellow'ss He should know how to analyze the situation he is 
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culture clearly illustrated this problem warSON he said the “Germans had 


preckacss that eeecua eel y. fit. their needs Ps but to an unoriented outsider, 
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might look outdated, One had only to sit in on the committee deliberat: . 
see how differently people from various aia viowed the problens of 


region and the: suggestions made for improvenent. Director Schaub foresbly 
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of agricultural missionaries » of ‘Spencer 1 Hatch and Ralph He , Allee of the. 


American Institute of Aerioulture? Sciences at Turrialba, Costa’ Rise, ae ol 


Rs sisika. slow taske Though ee would be need for orientation and he ai 


top, the success of the program will, in large part, ne dependent ups 


2 ore the mob ai-wee reinforced 4 eli if not sin, committee delaberatiouk 4 
Wveossrat ge heehee of the aeyeculioran missionaries aprouehey® the 
Bilear testimony to seh pehabatieation that it is the total man encompass! ing 
spiritual, social, and aver ie. needs who must be soahided in any substantial 
Ba tor tebe Dre Belshaw re-emphasized this point when he said that 
ay sections of the world, “the best guarantee. of getting increased agricul- 
production was the development of a basic ‘thea 1th programs He emphasized 


Se man has few interests and responds to Lemee Stiaulte One ast 


Space will not ‘permit my doing more than list the Cs aa discussed 
latin American committee and ie committee for ‘the Middle East. 


- Major Rural; Problems Considered ee Latin Amer ican Committe 


Soil and seta conservation ° Sap, 
Maintenance of fertility of the’ and’ 
Varieties of crops and 3 anatviaertg forages, and concentrates 
_ Pest'and disease control 
Cultural practices 
Diversification 
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Quality and care of livestock and poultry as to inherent ability to 
produces Disease and parasite control. 


Tools and equipment both as to kinds adapted to specific situations and 


“as to availability. 


Farm power: Horses, mules, and oxene Harness, wagons, and other 
light equipment.» 


Improved care of dairy cows and their products. 


2,4 Home problems: 


Diets as to content and preparation 


Houses--Space, air and light, floors, chimney, cooking facilities, 


utensils, beds, insect and vermin control, rodent controle Insufficient 


home-produced foods, 


Waste disposal, latrines 


Water, safe 


Spare-time industries 


oe Community problems: 


Sanitation: Water supply, waste disposal, insect control 
Marketing facilities: Safe storage, market preparation, outlets) ~ 
Credit emphasizing education for its use 


Purchasing power of farm products 


Reclamation and development of land 


Effectiveness of rural workers 


Security of tenure 
Inadequate training 
Part-time employment 
Willingness to sacrifice for the job 


Organization and facilities for recreation: Play, reading materials 
Reliable and valid information 


Availability of world's knowledge 

Means of obtaining information, research 
Means of: getting facts into operation 
Effective group action on road construction and repair, water systems, 
Sanitation, cooperatives, recreation, land use regulation, etc. 


Cooperation with health authorities. 
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Major Rural Problems Considered by the Middle Bast Committee !. 


Population growth in Rarer ee to cultivated and crop areas 


Land bapate nn ta seistluatn stl 


Aw s - 


lack of adequat be eduéational facilitiés for rural folk, including “the sub- — 
problems of literacy, adult education, and agricultural dg ngaeet on edie 
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beet settlement 
Cooperative steal eaitnn | 


Farm credit ie Kole 


Various health and sanitation problems, including housing, nutrition, and. 
disease control 
Various problems’ relative. to the application of modern techniques to agricul- 


tural production, such as those relating to farm machinery, pest control, and 
soil’ conservation 


Note: The foregoing problems will be listed and described briefly as they 


“apply to the Middle East. Three or four Specific problems, or 
subproblems,:will be analyzed in accordance with the outline 
‘suggested by the Steering Committee. 


The development of effective systems of extension to bridge over the great 
gap that exists in the Middle East between technical and scientific authori- 


ties on the. one hand, and the large peasant masses on the other. 
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ot discussing possible approaches to the vast array of problems for the 


countries under consideration by the committees, emphasis was placed én the 


ated for early enlistment 


cf the institutional and agency resourees available 


and of finding ways and means for bringing them into close working relationshipe 


Over and over again it was emphasized that since the underdeveloped areas of the 


world were most limited in resources, it was both necessary and wise to mobilize, 


coordinate, and effectively utilize all available resources» I was because of 


the importance cf this problem that a special committes on coordination and 
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effective utilization of resources was asked'to outline some basic principles € 
of coordination. 

This conference has repeatedly pointed out that one of the great problems 
facing many of the countries of the world that have an interest in developing 
&n adequate iiscerbe ik ByS vents is limited personnels In’ general, the technically 
trained people in most countries come from an urban Baseernnnts They have limited 
contacts with rural problems and for the most part are limited in training in the ~ 
Social sciences and education, Few possess a philosophy of service to the common 
mane In making these statements, the committees were humble in saying they did 


not want to be misunderstoods They wanted only to point out the problems yet to 


be re aighlee before ie gprceke of COMME DANA UE from the top down could be Opana? and 


neaalinis used in teal Scientific aeiP evra ties +h the massese 

Requests to TAG United habesibe Paper aie oF ERE Cue NES and the lend ~grant 
colleges sae’ help in training people Sle Ra is countries in extension approaches t 
are constant ly increasinge Leeann of this ur gent need, a enero e COS on 
personnel training was set up to: consider this abd ae 

In conclusion, I want to say what has been common discussion in and out of 
formal sessions, namely, thie Parente Wilson and Associate Director Rossiter are 
to be highly commended for their Rp and Tadaeentey in providing this week's 
series of open forums on extension experiences around the world, 

On behalf of the two sponsoring agencies, we cannot express in words our deep 


sense of gratitude to the committee chairmen and cochairmen for their untiring 


efforts, I personally want to say thanks to the other members of the steering 


committee who worked so faithfully in planning and directing this conferences 


